O ur next project was making up a couple of Thanksgiving baskets for needy families in our community. It was fun buying the food, knowing that you are supplying a Thanksgiving dinner for a needy families.
T hen, we put together Christmas boxes for poor and needy children around the world called Operation Christmas Child. I had great fun picking out toys and soap that I might like, for other children, of my age.
O n a weekend in November we stood out in of Kmart collecting needed items for the local Continued on page 3.
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SPECIAL DELIVERY CARDS
S unday, December 18, 2005, rain, sleet or snow was not going to stop this group of 4-Hers from delivering very special holiday cards. It all began when Lindsey Bridgman decided that she was going to get a committee together and collect cards. On December 7 th , she addressed her Templeton 4-H Club and in front of 150 4-H members, there was pure silence and full attention to what she was proposing. Lindsey told the club a story that was told to her of a senior being forgotten during the holidays and how this senior's one wish was to get a card from someone. There were tears in the audience and some wiped their cheeks as Lindsey added, "This should never happen again." The Card Committee was formed with Lindsey as chair. Their first concern? How many cards can we collect in such a short time? But, if even one card was given to a senior -the committee would be a success. California 4-H Fair Share Program. The National 4-H Supply Service will return 10% of your ordered merchandise total to California 4-H! All you have to do is ensure that your order is counted towards the Fair Share total is click this special link whenever you place an order at: http://www.4-hmall.org/california. The link is also available on the www.ca4h.org homepage.
Western Regional Leaders Forum. March 1-5, 2006 in Salt Lake City, Utah. Forum Cost: Late, $290 by 2/10/06. Accommodations have been made at the Sheraton City Center for $89 per night, but it is up to you to make your own reservations. Call Sheraton at (801) 401-2000 or their website is www.sheraton.com/saltlakecity. Join over 500 volunteers from the 13 western states in a fun, learning environment. It is a great opportunity to meet others and share ideas that can be implemented in your local 4-H program. You need not be a volunteer to participate. 
Special Delivery
Continued from page 1. hearts into giving cards to Templeton 4-H, just so a senior would not be forgotten this year. When the cards were finally gathered and each one was signed -finally they were counted. Wow! There were enough cards to give to each senior participating in the Golden Meals Network in the entire San Luis Obispo County (Nipomo to San Miguel)! T he Golden Meals Network delivered the cards at the same time they delivered the senior meals -this ensured that even all of the homebound seniors received a card. However, on Sunday, December 18 th , some of the Templeton 4-H Card Committee also hand delivered cards to seniors at seven of the North County retirement homes. As the wind blew and the rain fell there was not even a thought of stopping. Thanks to Elegant Image Limousine, they donated a limo and a driver to make sure that the 4-Hers were able to deliver the cards safely. During the ride, Elberto, the driver, and Lindsey's mom, the chaperone, laughed and chatted with the 4-Hers as they made their special deliveries. L indsey Bridgman, Josh & Taylor Pilg, Caitlin Ruscki, and Hannah Hutchings talked about all the wonderful people they met and the stories told to them by the seniors. They sang songs to the seniors, which were rewarded by big smiles, nods of approval and many thank you's. So, as Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer was requested for the umpteenth time, these 4-Hers will hold in their hearts wonderful memories of these seniors and the time they enjoyed spending with them.
Continued from page 1. Women's Shelter. They were overjoyed to receive these much needed items. W e also made gift bags for the Atascadero Christian Home, and we delivered them, along with the tree ornaments that we made for them.
I
t is very satisfying helping out in the community and making a difference in small ways.
By L ast spring, they held an enormous garage sale. Which was very successful and fun as well for all of us. Also, during this time the Santa Margarita Community Service project group were collecting items that the center needed. The Women's Shelter and Resource Center of Atascadero was very pleased with the donation and the items collected for the center.
T o the left are members of the Templeton 4-H Beef Project group. Every year the Beef Project group gets together and decorates Main Street of Templeton for the holidays. They make all the greenery wreaths and garlands by hand, adding their own personal holiday touches of ornaments and tinsel. The hanging of these festive items along Main Street is a lot of fun. When all is done, it is a sight to behold and a joy to know that many will enjoy these sights and smells throughout the holidays and into a Happy New Year! 
Making a Difference

Horse Field Day
Mark your calendars!! Sunday, June 4, 2006 at the Osumi Ranch in Arroyo Grande. In order for this event to be successful, it is asked that each club participating in Horse Field Day, that there be at least one adult volunteer to help out during the day. Kelly Osumi, Horse Field Day Chair has a big job in coordinating this event and your assistance would be greatly appreciated! Award sponsors and donations are needed, as well as helping in preparations and ensuring that things run smoothly on Horse The All Star rank is the highest rank which a 4-H member may attain at the count level. Being an All Star provides an opportunity for high school members to receive recognition for outstanding service. The All Stars serve as ambassadors for the SLO County 4-H Youth Development Program; they represent 4-H at county, regional, and state activities; they coordinate certain countywide activities; and they serve as positive role models for youth and adults. Emerald Star projects will be evaluated for it's value to the SLO Co. 4-H Youth Development Program, value to the community, it's practicality and feasibility. Project plan examples may include: an event or activity involving three or more clubs, a community activity involving a group to serve the need of an individual or an educational purpose, or a major expansion/revision of a currently existing event/activity. The winner of each contest will go on to represent San Luis Obispo County at the state level and become eligible for even more cash prizes and scholarships. The winner of the Senior Division at the state level will go on to represent California at the national level. Contestants that compete in the Junior Division are eligible to compete again in the Senior Division in upcoming years.
Further information about the program such as the national rules and the Cattle and Beef Handbook are available at www.nationalbeefambassador.org. The impromptu questions from the judges are derived from the handbook, and the handbook also offers contestants a good source of factual information about the beef industry. 
